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tire him, and by their asking him to read to then,
again after the story was finished. In the end he
was an absorbed listener as Karlinahami told the
following story: 8
"The Lord Buddha, in one of his previous lives,
met a young girl carrying kunji9 to her father, who
was ploughing in the field. And when he saw her
he thought, 'The maiden is fair. If she is unmarried
she would make me a fit wife.' And she thought
when she saw him, 'If such a one took me to wife,
I would bring fortune to my family.' And he said
to her, 'What is your name?' Her name was Amara
Devi, which means 'undying,' so she replied, 'Sir,
my name is that which never was, is, nor will be
in this world.' 'Nothing/ he said, 'born in this world
is undying. Is your name Amara?' She answered,
'Yes, sir.' Then the Buddha said, 'To whom are you
taking the kunji?' 'To the first god.' 'You are
taking it to your father?' 'Yes, sir.' 'What is your
father doing?' 'He makes one into two.' 'To make
one into two is to plough. Where is your father
ploughing?' 'He ploughs in that place from which
no man returns.' 'No man returns from the grave.
Is he ploughing near the burial-ground?' 'Yes, sir.'
Then Amara Devi offered the Buddha kunji to
8 This story is taken from the Ummaga Jataka.
9 A sort of rice gruel.